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Abstract 
In the last few decades, numerous Japanese ethnographers have been conducting research in the Solomon Islands. That 
resulted in a growing corpus of anthropological literature touching on various themes. The historical role that Japan has 
played in the Pacific, as well as its geographical proximity to the area, gave Japanese anthropologists a vantage point in 
terms of access, and a different perspective on these issues. The geo-historical advantage combines with the availability 
of ethnographic works produced by non-Japanese scholars, however the latter remain largely unable to access 
anthropological literature only available in Japanese. This not only limits the international circulation of ethnographies 
produced by Japanese anthropologists, but also the possibility of engaging with their different perspectives. This paper 
contributes to making the work of Japanese anthropologists more easily accessible to non-Japanese scholars, thereby 
widening its circulation. More specifically, this paper argues that the perspectives of recent Japanese ethnographies of 
the Pacific open up novel research trajectories and possibilities for non-Japanese scholars of cargo cults. The post-
colonial debate developed differently in Japanese and Anglophone anthropology, which resulted in a rather different 
approach to the study of cargo cults. This paper thus connects these recent studies and suggests future possibilities 
emerging from the engagement with these different perspectives. 
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The inadequacy of the economic model to interpret the migrations: the example of Sicilian people in Tunisia (19th 
and 20th centuries) 

Abstract 
This essay aims to offer a new ethnographic and anthropological reading of the Sicilian migratory routes in Tunisia, far 
from the dangerous stereotype that has been made of it: the supposed economic reason that would have been  the main 
cause of the migration. 
This stereotyping inscribes the migratory routes in a vulgate according to which it would have been the poorest 
Sicilians, unemployed and belonging to the most disadvantaged social classes to migrate. 
The aim is to highlight, through ethnographic method and life stories, how decision making skills, ambitions for 
achievement, desires and aspirations for change, attraction to new lifestyles are decisive elements for migratory choices. 
In particular, the aim is to demonstrate that it is necessary to study migration by considering all micro and 
macrophenomena in order to obtain interpretations of the complexity of migration. 
Keywords: migrations, Sicilians, Tunisia, microphenomena, macrophenomena   
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Still on political representation and economic system (following the antecedent considerations on the more 
general legal framework of the Italian economic model, in the light of the influence of hegemonic parties 
ideologies) 

Abstract 
After the examination of the preliminary elements, suitable for a possible discernment of an "Economic Constitution" in 
the Italian context, and after the previous assessment of both the lack of indicative abstract definition formulas and the 
absence of impact of the popular will - also dependent on the prohibition of an imperative electoral mandate - it was 
concluded - with the concrete determination of the more general economic structures of the country - that there is 
dependence on the sole will of the hegemonic parties, as implemented in the constitutional provisions and ordinary 
legislation. 
Therefore, we shall now examine, on the historical constitutional and political-philosophical level, the inspiring 
principles of the Italian Christian Democratic Party (for several decades, the country's parliamentary relative majority 
formation), with particular attention to its economic conceptions. With regard to the latter, we shall make particular 
reference to the thought of Jacques Maritain, whose theories have certainly constituted some of the most influential 
elements, on the doctrines professed by the Christian Democratic leadership. 
Keywords: economic Constitution, constitutional history, Christian democraticism, Catholic Church, Jacques Maritain, 
Italian Cristian Democratic Party (D.C.) 
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“In Turin, you don’t starve”. An anthropological reflection about food and extreme poverty 

Abstract 
Grounded in a longstanding action-research about homelessness and welfare system in Turin, the article analyses how 
public and private services tackle the issue of homeless’ food poverty. Drawing on the anthropological understanding of 
nutrition, it will be argued that traditional food supply chains for homeless people reduce food to the bare biological 
dimension, ignoring social, cultural, and psychological features. Afterward, the article describes how the action-
research project “Costruire Bellezza” (CB), a permanent laboratory for homeless people, deals with the food issue. CB 
represents an interesting case-study where different responses to the nutrition challenge have been developed to take 
into consideration the multidimensional nature of eating. In the project, food is a core issue around which it is possible 
to create relationships, to develop capacities, and to exercise one’s own voice. The insights matured in CB contributes 
to promote a reflexive transformation of the wider system of services that produced the systemic program “Alimenta”.  
Keywords: homelessness, anthropology of food, welfare, food poverty, action-research 
 
 
Sotto i ponti. Un’inchiesta etnografica tra i senzatetto a Roma nei primi anni 2000 
 

Pierre-Olivier Weiss                        pag. 111 
 
Under the bridges. An ethnographic survey among the homeless in Rome in the early 2000s 

Abstract 
Based on a three-month participatory ethnographic observation of a group of homeless people in downtown Rome, the 
author takes a sociological look at everyday life on the street from an emic perspective. The material allows to identify 
the way in which socialization logics of the homeless in public space are constructed. Far from attempting to summarize 
the multitude of profiles housed in this category, the first part develops four portraits of the homeless in their daily lives 
on the borders of desocialization, seeking to understand their relationship to the street. The second part depicts the 
organization of daily tasks and the logic of solidarity between the members of the group, focusing on the 
institutionalization of collective-individual relations. The game of distance and coming together is the subject of a third 
part which deals mainly with the issues of community life. The last part questions the ritualization of daily life in the 
street through the analytical account of a typical day. The main result is to show that there are forms of social 
organization based on shared norms, values and beliefs among homeless people, thus breaking with the image of the 
lonely and asocial homeless person. 
Keywords: homelessness, instituted group, public space, (de)socialization, solidarity 
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Abstract 
This paper analyzes historical re-enactments that characterize Western culture nowadays. The analysis takes place in 
Abruzzo, in the centre of Italy, where historical re-enactments have spread since 1980 throughout the mass culture. 
With the popular increase in wealth (the economic boom), and the spreading of a new public consciousness based on 
massive literacy, these new secular ceremonies inspired by the past have replaced the traditional religious activities, that 
is, Patron Saints’ days, or have aligned with it. The positive characteristics of these new local rituals are: making history 
accessible to all, and strengthening organizations as “civil society”. In fact, the local organizations for historical re-
enactment cooperate through partnerships and lobbying tactics to purchase significant public funding for their local 
events. The negative characteristics of such ceremonies are: their high cost, the obligation to repeat them (they become 
rituals), and the exclusion of foreigners. The scope of such activities creates a conflict between cultural rights and 
ethical and environmental needs, which the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguard of Intangible Cultural Heritage 
tries to resolve. It would be useful to create an inclusive and reflective process on the area, as a result of which citizens 
would learn to relate to their past with ethical awareness and sustainability, in collaboration with the government and 
the scientific community. For the ongoing success of this activity, it is not sufficient merely to consult historians to 
validate the formal accuracy of the event; one should also secure the opinion of the anthropologists on the long-term 
social perspectives of the event. 
Keywords: historical re-enactments, rituals, inequality, urban anthropology 
 
 


